
COMD 3200          
Language Sample Assignment: Part B, Analysis 

 
This is the description and analysis portion of the assignment. The intent of this assignment is to learn how to 
provide an accurate and understandable portrait at one point in time in a single child’s language development. You 
will conduct this analysis on the provided transcript rather than your own. It has more than 50 utterances to give you 
more possibilities to find evidence of the child’s language ability. The instructions will tell you when to look beyond 
the first 50 utterances.  

Presentation Format 
Organize your answers with subheadings and number/lettered items matching the questions, in an easily readable 
manner. Refer to the transcript utterance numbers for all examples or evidence. Provide specific information on 
what part of the utterance you are using for an example (e.g., for an expanded 4-element NP - The boy ran into the 
big red house.). If an item is not present in the transcript, give a hypothetical example (and say it is hypothetical) so 
it is clear you understand what you are looking for.  

Attach the provided transcript, with your utterance numbering and notations.. Neatly provide information not in the 
prose part of the report, such as number of morphemes, semantic relations, or parsing structure for particular 
utterances on the right side of the transcript page across from the numbered utterance. Hand-write the notations and 
scan the document or use Adobe Acrobat or Preview to type on the pdf transcript file.   

There is no set length to the paper. The paper must be single spaced with spaces between question responses, 
paragraphs, and sections, in 12-font, with 1” margins. Include a title page with an informative title and your names. 
Use page numbers top-right. Refer to the syllabus for the due date. 

Upload the completed assignment to Canvas under one student’s name from the team. For the other students in the 
team, upload a blank sheet that says who your partners are. 

Initial Impressions 
Look through the transcript and reflect on what you heard in the recording. Write down anything that strikes you. 
Briefly answer these questions before you begin the analysis. This is to get you thinking about this child’s language.  
 
1. Was the child willing to participate in the conversation? 
2. Is the child easy to understand? 
3. Does the child mainly use words or actions for what he wants to communicate? 
4. How long do the child’s typical utterances seem to be? 
5. Do you notice any obvious grammatical errors? 
6. Is there any vocabulary that you consider advanced for this child’s age? 
7. Any vocabulary errors or odd usage? 
8. Who is doing most of the talking? 
9. Is the child mainly answering questions or is he offering his own comments? 
10. Does the child speak several utterances in a conversational turn? 
 
This section will be graded only for whether it is done with any reasonable answers. These answers are intended to 
guide you in making sense of your analysis. Place it between the title page and the start of the report.  

Analysis and Report 
Opening Paragraph 

For this play-based conversational sample, provide identifying and contextual information. State that the transcript is 
attached and what areas of language you will be examining.  

Semantics 

1. Word types. From anywhere in the transcript, identify two examples of each of the following vocabulary types 
from the child utterances: general nominals, specific nominals, action words, social words/phrases, modifiers, 
machine or animal sounds, and function words (total of 14 words). Report what number utterance each item 



comes from. If the child lacks any of those categories, give one hypothetical word that shows what word he or 
she could have said. 

2. Total and diversity. For the first 50 child utterances, calculate the total number of words and total number of 
different words. For nouns that occur in single and plural (doll, dolls = doll) and verbs that are conjugated in 
more than one way (go, goes, goed = go), count only the root word. Don’t count words in mazes. For example, 
in the sample “It is raining today. Too bad, it rained yesterday too!” there are 10 total words and 7 different 
words. Are these numbers close to those reported in your lecture notes for this age of child? Did the choice of 
toys and topics limit the vocabulary the child showed?  

3. Appropriate use. From anywhere in the report, does the child’s vocabulary appear diverse and varied? Does he 
rely on gestures or actions instead of words? Does the child show appropriate word use? Any errors or unusual 
or vague words (by adult standards)? Are there any advanced words, such as dinosaur names, abstract nouns, 
compound nouns, collective nouns, or metalinguistic verbs (e.g., think, know)? Give five examples from the 
transcript (with the line number) to illustrate and support your answers.  

4. Semantic relations. From anywhere in the report. Semantics relations (e.g., agent+object, object+location) are 
a foundation for early word combinations. They are also about meaning. Identify five utterances that reflect five 
of the eight semantic relations that are prevalent in early language. Identify the semantic relation elements of the 
utterance. 

Syntax 

1. Utterance length 

a.  MLU and range: For the first 50 child utterances, count and list the number of morphemes in each 
utterance to right of each utterance.  Calculate and report the MLU and utterance length range on the 50 
utterances, following the rules set out in your notes.  

b.  From Brown’s Stages Table, this child’s MLU puts him at what stage? What syntactic achievements are 
expected for that stage? Is this child behind, at, or ahead of his age for MLU?   

2.  Grammatical morphology 

a.  From anywhere in the transcript, list two occurrences of seven of Brown’s 14 grammatical morphemes 
(count in and on separately) and identify them as early/middle/late appearing.  

b.  Does this child show he had all the grammatical morphemes expected based on his MLU and Brown’s 
stage? Did he make errors, either using the wrong grammatical morpheme or omitting it incorrectly? 

c.  Find all the uses of an irregular past tense verb. Count how many had an error in them. Calculate percent 
correctly present in obligatory context: divide correct uses by total opportunities to use, multiplied by 
100 (e.g., 7 times correct/ 10 times total = 70%). Is this morpheme absent, emerging, or mastered? 
Show on the transcript how you counted and report your calculations.  

3.  Phrasal and clausal complexity 

a.   Clausal constituents: Children have to learn how to combine Subject, Verb, Adverbial, Complement, 
Object to make sentences. From anywhere in the transcript, identify two 3-element and two 4-element 
utterances with the SVOAC constituents indicated. Across the four examples, each of the five 
constituents should be demonstrated at least once.  

b.   Phrasal structure: From anywhere in the transcript, does the child manage any expanded phrases (e.g., 
the lazy fat dog; is running)? Report the two longest expanded noun phrases and verb phrases used and 
identify the elements. Find two uses of  adverbs. There should be a total of six examples listed. 

4.  Sentential complexity 

a. From anywhere in the transcript, provide one example of each of the following: compound sentence 
with clauses joined by “and”; compound joined by any one of “but, or, so”; subordinated by a relative 
clause; subordinated with “because” for a total of four examples. Does the child combine two clauses 
himself, make mistakes, or just use the connective at the beginning of a sentence in response to the 
conversational partner?     



b.  From anywhere in the transcript, identify how the child forms passives, negatives, or questions. For 
passives, identify whether the passive is truncated or full, and reversible or non-reversible. For 
negatives or questions, are there auxiliaries/copulas and in what position? What question words does 
the child use? Give a total of three examples of any of these. 

Pragmatics 

1.  Child-Directed Speech and Accommodation (from anywhere in the transcript) 

a.   Child-directed speech. Does the adult use child-directed speech? Describe, with examples, how the 
adult uses pitch and intonation, topics and word choice, and simplified sentence length and complexity. 

b.  Adult accomodation of child. Does the adult generally try to clarify what the child is saying? Give an 
example. Does the adult respond with repetitions, expansions (saying the child utterance more fully or 
correctly), or recasts (saying the child utterance another way)? Given an example of each. There should 
be four examples in total. 

2. Conversation Management  

a.  Conversation sharing. For a child span of 50 utterances, report how many utterances the conversational 
partner produces. Is this balanced between them or does one talk most of the time? Does one just 
answer questions or are they both initiating and commenting? Do the partners interrupt each other? 
Does the child respond to the adult topic or go on his own track? 

b.  Promoting conversation. From anywhere in the transcript, give examples of two adult questions or 
comments that obtain single word child responses. Give two examples of questions or comments that 
lead to longer child responses for a total of four examples. Is there a different type of interaction for 
shorter and longer child responses?   

3.  Speech Acts and Politeness 

a.  Child speech acts. From anywhere in the transcript, provide two examples of child requests and 
identify if they are for objects, actions, or information, and one example each of comment (not just a 
labeling response to the adult) and one of protest. This will total four examples.   

b.  Requests & politeness. From anywhere in the transcript, give one direct request and one indirect 
request example by the adult. Find one request that the child did not comply with and explain whether 
the child seem to ignore the request or not understand it? Give one example for the child and one for 
the adult of polite utterances. Specify the type of politeness marker used: semantic (please), syntactic 
(could, would), or intonational (question not command). There should be a total of 5 aspects addressed 
in the examples (some examples might have more than one aspect).  

Conclusion 

What did this LSA reveal about X’s language development? In 1-2 paragraphs, sum up this child’s language across 
semantics, syntax, and pragmatics. Do the child’s language skills seem to be appropriate for his age and the context? 
Does the sample reveal what you think this child is capable of? What might you do differently if you were the 
person taking the sample? 

  



COMD 3200 

Typical Language Sample Analysis Evaluation 

Names ___________________________________________________  
DOMAIN POINTS 

POSSIBLE 
POINTS 
EARNED 

Initial Impressions 
Reasonable answers to questions   

=5  

I.  Opening Paragraph 
Child’s name 
Gender 
Age 
Other participant & familiarity 
Context description 

       =5                   

II.  Semantics 
1.Word Types 

- 2 word s in each of 7 categories 
- any empty categories noted with hypothetical example  

2. Verbosity & Diversity 
- TNW & TDW reported for 50 utterances 
- expected values or possible reason for difference? 

3. Appropriateness and Diversity   
- explains with 5 examples 

4. Semantic Relations 
   - 5 different examples of semantic relations (e.g., agent-action, 

object+location) with consituents identified 

 =40 
10 
 
 
10 
 
 
10 
 
 
10 
  

 

III. Syntax 
1. Utterance Length 

a. Morpheme count, MLU, and range 
b. Brown’s stage and match to child’s age  

2.  Grammatical Morphology 
a. Grammatical morphemes 

- 2 examples of each of 7 of Brown’s 14 (=14) 
- early, middle, late identification 

b. Use and errors 
c. % present in obligatory context for irregular past tense 

- absent, emerging, or mastered? 
- which counted and calculations shown 

= 45 
10 
 
 
15 
 
 
 
 

 

3.  Phrasal & Clausal Complexity 
a.  clausal structure (SVOAC) 

- 2 of 3-element utterances with elements indicated 
- 2 of 4-element utterances with elements indicated 
- all five elements demonstrated   

b.  phrasal structure 
- 2 egs of longest NP 
- 2 egs of longest VP 
- 2 egs of adverbs 

10 
  
 
  
  

 

4. Sentence Structure 
a. Complex sentences 

- 1 eg of coordinated and 
- 1 eg of but-or-so 
- 1 eg of relative clause 
- 1 eg of “because” 
- partner conjoining & errors 

c. Passives, negatives, or questions   

10 
   

 

 



- 3 examples of any of these sentences 
- identify passive as truncated or full, reversible or nonreversible   
- auxiliary present and placement for negs or qns 
- type of question words 

IV.  Pragmatics 
1. Child Directed Speech & Accommodation 

a.  Child directed speech 
- pitch & intonation, topics & words, sentence length & complexity 
- eg of each or combined example 

b. Adult responses to child 
- adult clarification, repetition, recast, expansion 

       - eg of each 
2.  Conversation Management 

a.  Conversation sharing 
- proportion of adult:child utterances reported 
- balance or asymmetry in turns 
- interruptions and initiations 

b. Promoting conversation 
   - 2 adult utts that result in 1-word response 
   - 2 adult utts that result in longer responses 
   - difference? 

= 30 
10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 

 

3.  Speech Acts and Politeness 
a.  Speech acts 

- 2 requests with id of objects, actions, or info 
- 1 comment, 1 protest 

b.  Requests & politeness 
- direct and indirect egs 
- child non-compliance eg and reason 
- politeness markers used by adult or child 
- semantic, syntactic, intonational type of politeness identified 

10 
 

 

 

V.  Conclusion 
    - summary of findings re: child’s language 
    - comment re: success of the interaction  
    - what would be changed another time 

= 5  

VI.  Overall Presentation & Quality 
1. Readability 

- followed format with transcript attached 
- neat, readable, easily scored 
- grammar, word use, spelling, punctuation correct  
- 10 - excellent, 8 - good, 6 - adequate, 4 - poor  

2. Quality 
- quality of description & examples 
- quality of calculations & analyses 

  - 10 - excellent, 8 - good, 6 - adequate, 4 - poor 

= 20 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
10 
 

 

 

TOTAL  /150  

 


